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R8C BRIEFING % February 1958
FRENCE CABINET CRISIE IN SIXTH DAY

I. Odds reported somewbat against investiture of Premier-designate
Antoine Piaay (Independent) because of anncunced opposition
MRP exscutive,
A. Heo bad intended to present cabinet to Aasenbly on friday,
11l Feb.
B, m/thrw in M BooRer, since reluctant to make present-
uti& anless he u sonvinced of winning investiture.

iI. Populsr Republicans are Rey party in Assembly.

A. Exegutive Committes, in £ Feb weeting, agreed (27 to 23)
aot to participate in Pimay Goverument.

B, sjority of MRP rank-and-file approve thizm stand,

C. Howover, Bidsult sand R. Schuman favor participation and
MEP parlismentary bloc has yet to mske finsl decisios.

II1, Pinay's position:

4. Be would push Paris Accords inm Council of Republic.
Expecis R. Schuman (ex-Premier, strong Europess integra-
tionist) as Toreign Minister,

B. Re has already started exploratory talks with Tunisisnge-
porsonal friend of Tunisisn premier.

« ¥ould probably be inclined to work with Diem regime in
| X "1 South Vietoam., However, would not immediately repudiate

o
L Sainteny mission.
o By § 4 |
g 5 P+ On domestic sceno, he would probably take steps to lighten
e.
ﬁ‘%§ : tax burden of farmers, artisans and small sbopkeepers.
G \ : .
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1f Piany rejected, these wen probably nexi in line:

A,

B.

<.

rirst, Pierre Pflimlin (MRP).

1. Y¥Yenld have adout sawme conservative support ss Pisay.

2. Chances depend on Socialist support or, st least,
sputrality, as well aw willingaess of Conservatives
to forgive NMRP for not backing Pinay,.

¥ext, Socislist leader Christien Pimeau.

1. He toying with idéa of hesding left-genter conlitionm
{based on Socialists, ¥2P and Radicals).

Then; Rdgar Pauve (Rasdicel Socialist).

1. ’*!mm have good chance of MRP support, as well as aid
from prior Hendes-France coalition,

issues befors next government include!

Ao

B.

Serth African prodlems--where reaction to Mendes' fall

uwafavorsble,

3. Noroccan diserders, which increased during pre-fall
dedate, yréinm: will continue throughout crinis,

2. Tunivisas keenly disappolisted, but take hepe from
Pisay's promise that negotiations will resume.

3. Algerisn "Colons™ will pressure new governasut (o

' dvep recently ansounced refores.

Approval of Paris Accords--this still expected in Council

of Repudiic:

1, Yoresign Misistry spokesman expecta any foresecable
candidate for presiership to pushk Accords is Council.

3. Nowever, 11 N¥erch Council deadline gould be postponed.

o
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3. Dauger of return 6 bills to Asseably would be
ssbanced by delay. H#BP would now back Accerds in
Assembly, however.

Vi. German position on Accords.
&. Adensuer's juitisl reaction deep apprehension,

1. Chancellor fesrs prolonged Freach crisis would per
susde his counlitioun to slow resction o Ageords,

2. Hewover, Bxlenkov's "resignation” will probably aid
Chancellor ia guashing “go slow" teadencies.

B. Final Bundestag vote of approval appears highly probable;
vote scheduled 3¢ PFeb,

i. PFieal approval by Bundesrat expected in March,
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